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Representative Mark Finchem Introduces Bill to 

Create Teacher Code of Ethics Prohibiting Political 

Advocacy in the Classroom 
 

STATE CAPITOL, PHOENIX – Representative Mark Finchem (R-11) has introduced 

legislation (HB 2002) that requires the State Board of Education, in coordination with the 

Superintendent of Public Instruction, to create a code of ethics for teachers that prohibits 

political, ideological, or religious advocacy in the classroom. While the practice is already 

prohibited in Arizona State Statutes, there is no code of conduct or code of ethics. 

 

“HB 2002 is a response to many calls from parents to end political activity in the 

classroom,” said Representative Finchem. “I respect the important role that teachers play in 

society, but this is a parental authority matter. If parents want to shape the political views 

of their children, that is their right. However, it is not the proper role of the state and, by 

extension, teachers.” 

 

“I have good friends who are teachers and they tell me that although they do not promote 

political agendas in their classrooms, some of their peers do. A code of ethics prohibiting 

political activity in the classroom shouldn’t be an issue if that behavior isn’t presently 

happening. But where it is, it needs to come to an end.” 
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